
  CITY OF MONTESANO COUNCIL MEETING  
  February 22, 2022 7:00 p.m. at City Hall 

 

Mayor Vini Samuel presiding.   1 
 2 
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Samuel called the meeting of February 22, 2022 to order at 7:00 p.m.    3 
 4 
FLAG CEREMONY- Pledge of Allegiance 5 
 6 
SWEARING IN OF VALERIE JESTER 7 
Mayor Samuel issued the Oath of Office for Council Position #5 to Valerie Jester. 8 
 9 
ROLL CALL-Councilman Trimble, Councilman Bryson, Councilman Cope, Councilman Wood, Councilman 10 
Caryl and Councilwoman Jester were all present.   Councilman Skaramuca was absent.   11 
 12 
Councilman Cope made a motion to excuse Councilman Skaramuca which was seconded by Councilman 13 
Trimble.  14 
 15 
Motion passed 6-0 16 
 17 
STAFF PRESENT- Public Works Director Olden, Police Lt. Wilson and Forester Hiner were present.  18 
Attorney Coker was also present as was IT Person Pakonen. 19 
  20 
APPROVAL OF BILLS-Councilman Trimble made a motion to approve the bills as audited with a second 21 
by Councilman Bryson; bills totaling $132,166.72 for checks #55915-#55950 and payroll totaling 22 
$125,326.74. 23 
 24 
Motion passed 6-0 25 
 26 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES-Councilman Cope made a motion to approve the minutes of February 8, 2022 27 
as presented with a second by Councilman Wood. 28 
 29 
Motion passed 6-0 with no corrections or additions.  30 
 31 
PUBLIC COMMENT- None 32 
 33 
COMMITTEE REPORTS-  34 
Forestry-Forester Hiner asked that the Forestry Committee meet at 6:00 prior to the next council 35 
meeting.  36 
 37 
Council of Governments- Mayor Samuel advised she was elected the First Vice-Chair for the upcoming 38 
year.  39 
 40 
OLD BUSINESS 41 
Committee Selection- Mayor Samuel asked that the council discuss any changes they would like to make 42 
to the Committee Assignments.  Mayor Samuel stated she would like to add an Adhoc for ADA 43 
Compliance committee and asked who might like to be on this committee.  Councilman Bryson and 44 
Councilman Caryl advised they would be interested. 45 
 46 
Councilman Bryson made a motion to form an Adhoc Committee for ADA Compliance with a second by 47 
Councilman Caryl.   48 
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Motion passed 6-0 49 
 50 
A suggestion was made to have new Councilwoman Jester fill the vacant positions in the committees so 51 
she could get an idea about the different ones.   Everyone agreed. 52 
 53 
Councilman Wood made a motion to affirm the committee assignments for 2022 with a second by 54 
Councilman Trimble.   55 
 56 
Motion passed 6-0 57 
 58 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 59 
Personnel RCW 42.30.110(1) (g) and Litigation negotiation RCW 42.30.110 (1) (i)  60 
  61 
Mayor Samuel advised they would be recessing to Executive Session for approximately 15 minutes and 62 
expected action. 63 
 64 
Executive session began at 7:15 p.m. and ended at 7:31 pm. 65 
 66 
Litigation-Councilman Trimble made a motion to authorize the mayor to enter into a settlement 67 
agreement for $112,500.00 with Marissa Salzer which was seconded by Councilman Wood. This 68 
settlement would include provision A, B and C as listed in the settlement.    69 
 70 
Discussion- Councilman Wood advised that even though he seconded the motion, he was still wrestling 71 
with this vote as we (the city) have provided and utilized every means possible to accommodate the 72 
hearing impaired; no other city on the harbor can match the level or extent that we have gone to and 73 
yet we are still being sued; he has a great deal of heartburn over this settlement; it is not right to be 74 
sued after having done the right things.   75 
 76 
Mayor Samuel added we made mistakes in good faith; we learned and fixed those mistakes; we reacted 77 
to an emergency order the best we could and fixed the issues we had; if perfection from the onset is 78 
expected, it cannot be reached; there is value to moving forward. 79 
 80 
Mayor Samuel called for a vote which ended in a roll call vote for clarification. 81 
 82 
Councilman Trimble-Aye 83 
Councilman Wood-Nay 84 
Councilman Cope-Nay 85 
Councilman Bryson-Aye 86 
Councilman Caryl-Aye 87 
Councilwoman Jester-Aye 88 
 89 
Motion passed 4-2 with Councilman Wood and Councilman Cope voting Nay.   90 
 91 
NEW BUSINESS-Confirmation of Gretchen Sagen, CFO/City Clerk position 92 
Councilman Trimble made a motion to hire Gretchen Sagen for the CFO/City Clerk position with a salary 93 
of $110,000 which was seconded by Councilman Cope. 94 
 95 
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Councilman Cope thanked the Mayor, Councilman Trimble and Arnel Blancas for their work on this 96 
process and transition. 97 
 98 
Councilman Wood added that Gretchen has 25 years in municipal finance so sees this as very positive. 99 
 100 
Motion passed 6-0. 101 
 102 
Broadcasting post Governor’s Order 103 
Mayor Samuel advised the council that we are currently under the governor’s emergency order to 104 
provide alternate means of conducting our council meetings, however, all the emergency orders will 105 
cease at the same time and she wished to know what the councils wishes were for going forward.  106 
 107 
Councilman Cope stated he wished us to continue with the options of some means of viewing and/or 108 
listening remotely needing to continue.  109 
 110 
Councilman Wood stated the biggest reason to have the audio and video is for folks to see and hear 111 
what we are doing but this does not necessarily need to be done live, the accountability is the biggest 112 
driver, the meetings could be recorded and then posted; there are things beyond our control that fail; 113 
doing nothing is not a good option. 114 
 115 
Mayor Samuel asked if everyone wants us to have video, it appeared they did but not necessarily live. 116 
 117 
Councilman Bryson added quality and consistency are key. 118 
 119 
Councilwoman Jester added that to record it and post within 2 hours would seem to work; doesn’t 120 
necessarily need to be live.  121 
 122 
Mayor Samuel advised a two hour posting window may not work due to the nature of the meetings 123 
being in the evening, but maybe Wednesday morning by noon would work. 124 
 125 
Councilman Cope stated he would like to see a live broadcast but that is not a deal breaker; it just needs 126 
to be accessible right away. 127 
 128 
Mayor Samuel advised she will try to come up with a policy before the next meeting. 129 
 130 
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS-Resolution #985; A resolution amending section 1 of resolution number 131 
385 to establish Juneteenth as a legal holiday for the city.   132 
 133 
Councilman Wood made a motion to adopt Resolution #985 with a second by Councilwoman Jester. 134 
 135 
Councilman Wood asked Mayor Samuel if information will be given to the employees regarding the 136 
importance of this date.  Mayor Samuel advised it would.  137 
 138 
Motion passed 6-0 139 
 140 
PUBLIC COMMENT-None 141 
 142 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 143 
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Councilman Caryl commented we had made serious progress tonight; felt we had been backed into a 144 
corner over the law suit; Juneteenth is a positive move.  145 
 146 
Councilman Wood advised he understands the rationale for the majority to vote to settle the law suit 147 
however still thinks it is unjust treatment of the city; hopes we do not face that again and hopes people 148 
will objectively recognize the actions; glad to see a new CFO is coming; welcomed Councilwoman Jester.  149 
 150 
Councilman Cope welcomed Councilwoman Jester; echoed a lot of what Councilman Wood said; we 151 
have been inclusive and provided for the last 2 years; we took the action that we could; commented he 152 
appreciates the legal team but just couldn’t get on board; thanked Mayor Samuel for her efforts for the 153 
Juneteenth holiday; congrats to the Montesano basketball teams both boys and girls and congrats to the 154 
wrestlers as well.   155 
 156 
Councilman Trimble stated he thought the Mayor had hit it on the head concerning the law suit, the aye 157 
votes were painful; it’s 2-22-22!!!! 158 
 159 
Councilman Bryson welcomed Councilwoman Jester; stated he looks forward to meeting Gretchen, she 160 
will be a great addition; is very happy to pass the Juneteenth resolution; is pleased the council is 161 
together on broadcasting and transparency of the meetings.   162 
 163 
Councilwoman Jester stated she loved it when the meetings were broadcast and would rather have 164 
them live but understands the issues; advised the senior center had to cancel the spring fling fundraiser 165 
which hurts but they are looking at other ways to raise the funds; updated everyone on the happenings 166 
at the library and what is coming in the near future; loves Juneteenth and is happy to be here.  167 
 168 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS 169 
Mayor Samuel commented on how lovely it is to say councilwoman again; gave a special thanks to the 170 
council for passing the Juneteenth resolution, adding we are the first city in Grays Harbor County to do 171 
this; appreciates the council is brave enough to stand up for this.   172 
  173 
ADJOURNMENT 174 
Councilman Wood made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second by Councilman Bryson. 175 
 176 
Motion passed 6-0 177 
 178 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.  179 
 180 
Kim Lillegard, Deputy Clerk 181 
Recording available.   182 


